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Abstract

The article presents the history of transforming ofthe oldest places in Hamburg - the
Cathedral Square (Domplatz), as well as the infleenf historical factors on the
conception behind its development. A tumultuousonys especially the consequences of
World War II, has led to the diminishment of itsstiorical significance. The
undeveloped quarter once occupied by a prehissetitement and St. Mary's Cathedral
functioned as an urban wasteland and a parkindolot few decades. Attempts to
change this state of things proved unsuccessful.

Currently, revitalization works aimed at renewirity centers are being realized more
and more often, in order to make them become catiyeedgainst the overly developed
suburbs and so as to return to the tradition ahfiog a European city. The green area
established in the Cathedral Square in 2009 wae touilt-up initially, but owing to the
objection of urban communities - conservators, @otbgists, politicians, as well as
public opinion, such plans were abandoned. Theqgseg and realized current form of
the square reflects the historical background efdity and honors the importance of the
location. The article refers the described examplehe Recommendation signed in
2011 by the UNESCO General Conference regardingpkitisUrban Landscape.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The Cathedral Square in Hamburg is located in tdesb part of the city — in
the heart of Altstadt (Fig. 1). In an internet digmaire conducted in 2007, the
local society supported transforming the square atgreen area — thus
creating a "green oasfs'ln the year 2009, a project of revitalizing thite was
carried out, which takes a spatial form of commeating the past owing to the
discovered archeological relics of a past settldrapd St. Mary's Cathedral.
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Fig. 1. Hamburg-Mitte along with location of CatheldSquare (a),
Cathedral Square (b). (based on: www.maps.googig.co

The presented concept of managing the squarevihsn the scope of issues
covered by the Recommendation on the Historic Ulbteamdscape (UNESCO)
of 2011 [8]. The document acknowledges that histbéritage can constitute an
important economic factor in the development ofity as well as helping
preserve the identity and unity of a given commuriithe landscape approach
is promoted, based on sustainable development k that will serve as a
compromise between maintaining historical values thie possibility of further
reshaping the area. The provisions of the Recomatemddo not inhibit the
possibility of applying modern architectural anddacape forms in historical
context.

2 In organized debates (29.05 and 14.06.2007),qijzatits were able to present their
civic ideas. Although they were not realized, itswan their basis that the direction of
thinking regarding the future development of thisaachanged. Most importantly, the
idea of building up the area was abandoned.
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2. HISTORY OF THE AREA

The beginning of the existence of Hamburg is cotetkwith a settlement from
the VIII century surrounded by mounds - Hammabdirgn§ the wordHamme
meaning "forests, land on swamps"), which was kxtawithin the area now
occupied by the current Cathedral Sqtlardopographic conditions favored
such a location. The swampy land with multiple riveibutaries was a
defensive advantage, making it difficult to acctdss town. Over time, at the
turn of the XIV century, St. Mary's Cathedral waslt) from which the current
name of the area is derived - Cathedral Square M&ty's cathedral was
deconsecrated in 1804, selling all of its most abla elemenfs and
demolished in 1806 due to secularizatidn its place, a classicist school was
built in the years 1838-40 — Johanneum (arch. Cadwig Wimmel, Franz
Gustaw Forsmann), which also served as a publiarljp The building was
open to the north through arcades and an entramoethie courtyard, which
served as semi-public space. Following World Warthle remains of the
building were removed and the quarter remained weldped — functioning as
a parking for users of the nearby institutionswls intended to serve as a
reserve area for future investments.

% This was confirmed by archaeological studies cotetiiin the years: 1949-56, 1980-
87, 2005-06. The works were summarized following thst research session of the
Archaeological Museum of Hamburg. The diametetheftown's fortifications increased
over time. Originally, the settlement was charazézt by an oval shape (50 x 57
meters), which over time reached a diameter of lera. The third expansion of the
town took place around the year 900, to approxilydit80 meters in diameter. What is
more, based on the findings it was established gkéters inhabited this area much
earlier - in the late Neolithic period, howevewis the settlement that was the beginning
of the formation of the city. [10]

* One of the more important elements of the catedianishing, i.e. the panels of the
main altar, are a part of the collection of theiblzl Museum in Warsaw.

® Despite original plans to rebuild the deconsecratethedral into a modern theatre,
projects proposals of Dutch architects, tearingritive temple turned out to be the most
economical solution. Materials from the buildingicluding the stones from the
foundations, were reused as building materialsl8h4, it was deliberated that a free,
undeveloped green square be left as an area ohahpride and for constructing statues
of: Gutenberg, Luter and Bliicher. In 1816, in limi¢h the idea of beatifying the center
of the city, it was proposed that a market be egatvith fragments of the ruins
incorporated as its elements. In 1822, the locatibthe theatre was planned to be
moved from the Goose Market (Gansemarkt) to thééial Square, but a different site
was ultimately chosen. [1]
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In the nearest proximity of the Square is the Chuwt St. Peter, which is the
oldest parish church in the city — built on the 9t the formeMarket Church
(Marktkirche. It was reconstructed following the great firetioé city in 1842

It is currently a Temple of thevangelical-Augsburg community.

On the east side, the square borders a pressrguitgiilt in 1938 according to
the project by architect Rudolf Klophaus. At thegimging, it was the
headquarters of the editorial office of Nazi HangmurTageblatt, and after the
war, during the years 1952-62, the editorial offiéeder Spiegel and der Stern,
and currently die Zeit.

3. POST-WAR SITUATION — PLANNING CONDITIONS AND
CONCEPTS OF DEVELOPING THE SQUARE

The type and means of developing a given area inlddag are determined by:
the development plan (Bebauugsplan) as well asiaspaevelopment plan
(Bauleitplan).

In regards to areas around the square where thedrat once stood, old
development plans established under the Act of H9@DBuilding Law of 1987
are still in force. They were partially prepareaséd on the development plan
determining land use (Hamburgisches Bebauungsptetmeof 1923, as well as
the regulation on the spatial planning of buildin@aupolizeiverordnung
BPVO) of 1938 [7].

In the post-war urban development plan of 1955 gB#enplan der Hansestadt
Hamburg Innenstadt), the discussed square wasnchalf by the transport
artery — Domstie-Speersort (realized in 1960), directing trafficthe East-
West route created in 1948, i.e. Ludwig-Erhard{®&trand Willy-Brandt-
Strge. The area was designated for a public-use bgildivith the inner
courtyard and arcades facing the street, the fdrmhich reflected the former
school. Upon completing archeological studies iB6,%n architectural contest
for developing the site was held. It was won byZTirautwein, who proposed
building a exhibition hall with sculptures. The #&ehowever, was never put
into practice and the previous plan was maintained.

In 1977, Allianz insurance agency tried to get appl for the idea of building
an office building - multi-media center, which wthsvarted by public outcry. In
1982, The Patriotic Community (Patriotische Gesbldt) organized yet
another contest in which 120 architectural teano& fwart. The works entered
into the contest drew upon the history and valdeth® site in multiple ways,

® The church was reconstructed according to mediplaais by architects Alexis de
Chateauneuf and Hermann Peter Fersenfeldt.
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but none of them resulted in a project that wowddrbplemented. In 1983, due
to the commencement of further archeological ssjdiewas proposed that an
archeological garden with numerous walkways over dhcheological digs be
set up. Another proposition called for constructingew Market Hall — a new
center of the district, which was put forth by tblgief architect of the city
Egbert Kossak in the 90's of the XX century. Simitooncepts with the
initiative of building up the square also came n®000-2001. Ludwig Gortz
also suggested livening up the site by buildingp@ctacular new architectural
work of art — comparable to the Pompidou center [8]2002, yet another
architectural contest was held, the effect of whicds to be a glass building
connecting the functions of: a library, archeolafjicenter and dwelling
functions in the form of apartments.

The site as well as the significance of the CathleBguare were completely
degraded following the war, while the numerous niktic concepts put forth
for the area were not followed up by implementatitrat is why the senate of
the city made one more attempt to transform the.afes a result of this, a
debate was organized to decide in what way it ghbaldeveloped. In 2005, an
architectural contest was held, won by architeatsafMunich - Auer+Weber.
They proposed a glass multifunctional building ahadern form. Similarly, all
awarded works called for building up the square, cafled for by the
stipulations of the contest.

In an internet survey, in which other, alternativays of using the space were
presented, the concept of a "green square" pravbd tnost popular, and this is
the course the development of the square finalbk.td'he history of the site
shows how difficult it is to find a new spatial sbbn for a site with a rich
cultural identity, such that will be accepted bg tbcal society.

4. NEW SQUARE

The current development of the area is a publiemyarea. The total area of the
plot of land according to the cadastre amounts,84%5 ni. In the north, the
green area borders 17 plane trees, whereas ith-eastern part contains a
sycamore tree with a trunk diameter of over 80 The area rises 10 m above
sea level. The water level is at a depth of 8.58-5n [6].

Located in the immediate proximity of the Cathed®guare are: the editorial
headquarters of the weekly magazine die Zeit teetist, Domplatz Galleries, a
scientology church and office buildings to the paind St. Peter's church with
a newly erected pastoral center to the north.

The project of reshaping the square was carriedbguBreimann & Bruun
architectural landscape studio in Hamburg. The ricéa was to create public
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space the main attraction of which was to be gngefidhanks to consultations
with city and local representatives and the localh&ological Museum, an idea
emerged to refer back to the history of the sife If3 the present realization,
issues regarding the identity of the site were eaxsj#ed by two elements,
indicating two stages in the history of the plaEke first is connected with the
existence of St. Mary's Cathedral - 39 acrylicwglm the dark cube-shaped
seats measuring 1.5x1.5 m were placed were pillatke cathedral had once
stood. The second signifies the existence of desstnt - fragments of steal
barriers reflect the location of former embankments

Pro-ecological solutions were accounted for by ypgl energy-efficient light
sources with 3-level dimming regulation. A biologfly active grassy surface
makes up a large part of the square, which is aatgibute to this site. Such a
form of development goes along with the advocatééaiof sustainable
development — it does not block the possibilitycafrying out possible future
archeological worKs as well as making it possible to transform theaan the
future. On the other hand, the lack of permanett distinctive building
development has become an argument behind theisms of some urban
planners.

5. FUTURE VISIONS

In the city center development concept of 20thénstadtkonzept Hamaburg
2010) [4], actions connected with a few existing comnosation routes of
strategic importance were proposed. One of thenoimmecting Lake Alster -
port Magdeburg on the northern branch of the ElbeR Activating this part
of Hamburg by connecting the Center with the newtpanized HafenCity
region would take place by improving the qualityddunctionality of public
spaces. Another connection with the Cathedral quacluded in the concept,
covers the eastern direction — the Museum of Ant @rafts. In the updated
document from 2014(Innenstadtkonzept Hamaburg 20[B}) increased
importance was placed on the need to spatially ecintine city center with the
developing HafenCity.

The Cathedral square is a form of space that irdoaibout the historical
identity of the site using modern means of architer Owing to its references
to the past, the area is not anonymous. Despiliereaonceptions to construct a
building on this site, it was decided that publgase may turn out to be the
most center-forming solution for the area. Sucleaision has urban planning

’ Many elements uncovered in archaeological excansttarried out so far have been
removed and secured
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(the square connects different fragments of thg),chistorical, social and
ecological significance.
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WSPOLCZESNA PRZESTRZE PUBLICZNA W HSITORYCZNYM KONTEKSCIE
MIASTA — NOWE ZAGOSPODAROWANIE PLACU KATEDRALNEGO
(DOMPLATZ) W HAMBURGU

Streszczenie

W referacie przedstawiono historiprzeksztalcania si jednego z najstarszych
najstarszych miejsc Hamburga — Placu KatedralnBgonplatz) oraz wptyw czynnikéw
historycznych na koncepgcjjego zagospodarowania. Burzliwa historia, przede
wszystkim konsekwencje 1l wojnyswiatowej, doprowadzita do zatarcia jego
historycznego znaczenia. Niezabudowany kwartal powngm grodzie i Katedrze
Mariackiej przez kilkadziest lat funkcjonowat jako niewytek miejski i parking.
Podejmowane préby zmiany tego stanu byly nieefekéw

Obecnie coraz eZ#ciej realizowane & dziatania rewitalizacyjne, ktorych celem jest
odnowa centréw miast, tak aby stalye sbne konkurencyjne wobec nadmiernie
zabudowywanych przedndie oraz po to,zeby powrdéat do tradycji ksztattowania
miasta europejskiego. Zrealizowany w 2009 roku lzeuP Katedralnym zielony skwer
miat by¢ pierwotnie zabudowany, ale dki sprzeciwowi srodowisk miejskich —
konserwatoréw, archeologéw, urbanistéw, politykdyak i gtosom spotecznym
wycofano st z tych planéw. Zaproponowana i zrealizowana ws@#oa forma placu
nawigzauje do historycznej #tsamdci miejsca i honoruje znaczenie miejsca. W artykule
odniesiono omawiany przykltad do podpisanej w 20bkur przez Zgromadzenie
Generalne UNESCO Rekomendacji w sprawie HistorggarKrajobrazu Miejskiego

Stowa kluczowe:  wspdiczesna przestrzplacu, historyczna tfsamdéé miejsca,
Hamburg
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